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From Pastor Kathryn… 
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6 
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Pastor Kathryn has been leading Bible study based on 
the lectionary scriptures used in Sunday worship. This 
study will conclude on Tuesday, February 28 at 7:00 PM 
and Wednesday, March 1 at 10:00 AM. 
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Pastor Kathryn will lead a five week Lenten Study, Roll 
Down, Justice! beginning March 14 and ending April 
12. This study will take place on Tuesday evenings at 
7:00 PM or Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM. Roll 
Down, Justice!, written by Faye Wilson, is presented by 
the United Methodist Commission on Religion and Race 
(GCORR). It features music and reflections by Mark 
Miller of Drew University School of Theology and poses 
the following questions: What are you prepared to give 
up in order to have a closer walk with God? and What 
can you give in order to begin anew the work of justice? 
No materials need to be purchased for this study, and all 
are invited to attend. 
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One Great Hour of Sharing is one of six United Methodist 
Special Sundays with offerings. Special “second mile” 
offerings received on the fourth Sunday of Lent (March 26, 
2017), are used by the UMC to provide the operating costs 
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for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee On Relief). 
Because of this one special offering a year UMCOR is able 
to keep its promise that 100% of gifts designated for specific 
causes are used for those causes. UMCOR is the avenue 
through which United Methodists can give to help people 
suffering all over the world. Please consider a generous gift 
to support this vital mission arm of the UMC! Special 
envelopes will be available in the worship bulletins. 
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Pastor Kathryn 
invites all 
interested 
people to join 
her on another 
Saturday 
morning walk 
on March 25. 
We will meet at 
8:00 AM to 
carpool, this 
time to Sequoia 

Park, to walk amongst the Trilliums, Rhododendrons and 
Redwood trees. It is best to let Pastor Kathryn or the church 
office know if you are planning to walk with us on Saturday, 
March 25 at 8:00 AM so you won’t be left in the church 
parking lot.  
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Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday (March 1st this year) and 
ending on the day before Easter (Easter is April 16th  in 
2017). Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word, lencten, 
which means “spring.” The season of Lent is a preparation 
for celebrating Easter. Historically, it began as a period of 
fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then 
became a time of penance by all Christians. Some Christians 
choose to give up something during Lent as a way of fasting 
and allowing for more time or resources for contemplation or 
service. All Christians are invited to a Holy Lent of 
intentional prayer, study and worship. Plan now to observe a 
Holy Lent in 2017, intentionally deepening your 
understanding of and relationship with Jesus the Christ. 
 

  
Eureka  First UMC will observe Ash Wednesday and the 
beginning of Lent with a worship service on Wednesday, 
March 1st at 7:00 PM. The service will include the 
“imposition” of ashes as a way of reminding us of our 
mortality. 
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All youth 11 and older are invited to join Pastor 
Kathryn for lunch (bring your own sandwich) each Sunday 
following the 10:00 AM service during the season of Lent 
(March 5 – April 9). This will be an opportunity to learn 
more about what it means to be a Christian and a member of 
the United Methodist Church and will serve as a 
confirmation class for those who have not previously made a 

commitment of membership in the United Methodist Church. 
Time together will include discussion and activities designed 
to invite questions and explore answers around topics 
including baptism, the story of faith from creation to 
Christianity, the beliefs and practices of the United 
Methodist Church, and living as followers of Jesus. 
Participants in the class will be invited to consider making 
vows of commitment to Christ and the church on Easter 
Sunday, April 16. This class is open to all youth 11 and older 
who are interested in learning more about the Christian faith, 
whether or not they have been previously baptized and/or 
confirmed and whether or not they think they will make 
confirmation vows at this time. Come explore and learn! 
Sessions will take place in the pastor’s office from 
approximately 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM Sundays March 5 
through April 9). 
  
��

  Financial  Summary 
�

���������	
��
 General Fund Revenue:   $16,542.76
 General Fund Expense:   $16,752.70 
 Revenue less Expenses:   $-209.94 
 

 

   Thank you for your generous giving to God through 
the church. 
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JAN   29TH 

   9:30 – 85;                               TOTAL – 85 
FEB   5TH

     8:30 – 30;      10:00 – 62  TOTAL – 92 
FEB   12TH

   8:30 – 29;      10:00 – 51  TOTAL – 80 
FEB   28TH

   8:30 – 21;      10:00 – 59  TOTAL – 80 
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All Church Work Day 
 Our Board of Trustees invites 
all interested persons to help 
out with a variety of projects on 
our next All Church Work Day, 
Saturday, March 18 from 9:00 
to 1:00. Plan to work together 
for all or part of the day and 
share lunch that will be 
provided at noon. 
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Thursday Evening through Sunday 

April 27-30 
At Humboldt County Fairgrounds in 

Ferndale 
The weekend is an opportunity to 
meet with other Christians, men and 

women, from various denominations who are 
seeking to strengthen their faith. It provides an opportunity 
through shared prayer, worship, study, fellowship, laughter, 
tears, and love to experience the reality of the gift of God's 
love freely and unconditionally given. There is no cost to 
first time candidates. Contact Pastor Kathryn or the church 
office. 
 

�Women’s Book Club����
�
The Sisters of Charlotte Literary & Teatime 
Society will meet Tuesday, March 21 at 3:30 
p.m. in the Library. The book is Lady Cop 
Makes Trouble by Amy Stewart, and the 
hostess is Marie Granshaw. 
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Your friendly editor is continuing to work on church 
communications, especially updating and redesigning our 

venerable web page.  
Several folks have 
given me some 
excellent feedback and 
examples to work from.  
I thought I’d share 
excerpts from a very 
thoughtful note sent to 
me by Kathleen 
Tillinghast:   

 
As a traveller, who has three church homes 
now, (and two of our daughters have moved 
this year, so we have been looking again,) I 
really do look at websites. Some churches I 
don’t even attend once because there is 
nothing to attract me to them. 
 
Personally I look for statements of purpose 
and/or theologically aware introductory words 
about the pastor.  Statements which are 
socially aware and involved in justice issues 
are important to me. So is music. There needs 
to be some indication of what sort of 
community it is, and its worship style. 
 
The home page may show a building, especially 
if it is old and attractive and a community 
landmark, but I would prefer one that 
included people too 
 
Links to Conference news- especially as 
Eureka is so far from any but north coast 
churches.  

Kathleen makes some excellent points, one of the most 

important being that we need pictures of our 
people!  Eureka First is not about a building, much as we 
love the building. Instead, it’s about the people and what we 
do here.  Pictures I would love to have:   

·  A picture of our closing circle, taken from the 
balcony 

·  A picture of folks at Second Sunday breakfast 
·  A picture of the food being weighed 
·  Special events pictures 

And not just pictures!  We can do video and audio, too.  BUT 
the pictures take up a lot of space, and my annoying email 
account has very limited space.  So please send pictures, 
video, and audio to the church office, where Gary will 
transfer them to a flash drive for me.  The office email is 
grace520@pacbell.net.  Ideas can keep coming to me at 
dldionne@suddenlink.net. 
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Please hold the following persons in prayer for health 
concerns:  

Herb Pierce recovering from a stroke 
Charles Smith now a resident at Seaview 

Rehabilitation Center. 
Sharon Warren  
Hazel Scott Martin 
Jeremiah Forman 
Bob Lorenson 
Art Lewis 
Rodney Van Der Sluis, residing at Eureka 

Rehabilitation and Wellness Center 
Irene Hedgecock 
Gerhard Drumm  
Brandon Harper, son of Christine Evans, being 

treated for a seriously infected tooth 
 

 And all persons awaiting medical diagnoses and 
facing medical procedures 
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On Sunday, March 5 we will be receiving new members to 
Eureka First United Methodist Church during worship 
services. If you are interested in learning more about what it 
means to be a member of our church, please contact Pastor 
Kathryn. 
 

 Eureka High School will 
be performing Seussical the Musical, A play based on Dr. 
Suess books. Brooke Hansen, Marina & Sylvie Benson, 
and Stacia Young are all involved with this play that be 



performed at 7:30 PM in the Eureka High School Auditorium 
March 24, 25, & 26 and March 30, 31, & April 1. Cost of 
tickets is $8 for students and $10 for General Admission.  
The play will also be performed on March 18th @ 7:00 PM 
at McKinleyville High.  Admission is by donation for this 
performance. 
 
A request for Charlie Smith  
Do you have an old laptop/Notebook/Tablet that still works 
and can connect to the internet via WiFi? Our member, 
Charlie Smith, is now in rehabilitation and would like to 
connect with family and friends in Thailand. This may be a 
great way to lift his spirits. If you have something that will 
work, please contact Gary in the office. 442-3015 
 
A request for Mark McKinney  
Mark is in need of a Vacuum cleaner and a couple of fitted 
sheets for a double bed. Please contact the office if you have 
something available. 
 

MUSIC AT EUREKA FIRST 
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Would you like to sing or play an instrument with the 
worship team?  Join us for rehearsals on Wednesays at 6:30 
p.m. 
 

 
 
The Bella Norte Bells continue to work on music to bring to 
worship.  We are starting to focus on Lenten and Easter 
music, always an exciting time of year!  We rehearse at 7:00 
pm on Wednesdays in the Christie Hall, Room 10.  If you 
have questions or would like to participate, call Linda 
Dionne, director, at 497-6554.  We'd love to see you! 
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Mexico Mission Trip 
Each year for the past several years Eureka First UMC has 
sent a team across the border in Mexico to build a house in 
conjunction with AMOR Ministries. Our trip this year is 
scheduled for April 16-22, 2017 to coincide with the Eureka 
City Schools spring break. We will drive down, camp in a 

secure area and 
build a simple 
house for a 
family in the 
Tijuana or 
Tecate area. 
One of the 
unique things 
about this 
ministry 
opportunity is 

that persons of all ages can participate. Families are 
encouraged to come, and youth over age 15 can be a part of 
the team even if their families are not able to participate. To 
date 15 persons have indicated their commitment to be a part 
of this year’s team and several others are considering it. If 
you are thinking about going or would like more information 
about the trip, please contact Pastor Kathryn or the church 
office. Participation Forms are due to the church office by 
March 1. 
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There are always three teams involved in our Mission trips: 
The Team That Sends, The Team That Goes, and The Team 
That Receives. The Team That Sends supports The Team 
That Goes by their prayers, their cookies and $$$. The cost 
per team member is $542 of which team members pay close 
to half. This cost covers transportation, food, camping 
lodging, and the materials to build the house. YOU are all 
invited to help build the house during the month of March. 
Total cost of the house that the team will build is about 
$3000. Each Sunday in March we will see our progress as we 
construct the house one $150 piece at a time. Every 
contribution, big or small will grow the house! 
 

Fiesta – Taco Bar 

 On Sunday, 
March 26, following the 10:00 AM worship service our 
Mission Committee will host a Taco Bar lunch with the 
purpose of celebrating the Mission Team that will be going to 
Mexico in April and completing the fundraising for the 
house. Come build your own taco and help build a simple 
house for a family in need. 
 
 

Food Donations 
for February—100 
pounds!  
Your generosity and faithfulness 
continue to amaze me.  This food 
will be used to help provide for 
those in the community who are 
hungry and running out of food.  Some will go to the Food 
Bank, and the Rescue Mission, and some will remain in the 
church office for special emergency requests. Well done 
good and faithful servants! 
 
 

DRUMM STICK SUNDAY 3/19 
 As their home church we continue to raise 
funds for the Drumm Family who are serving 
Christ in South Asia.  One Sunday a month 
we sell DRUMM STICKS (ice cream cones) 
-- $2 each.  So, treat yourself to ice cream 
occasionally and support this exciting project 
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If you have anything you would like 
included in the Messenger, please sent 
submissions directly to your friendly 
editor, Dan Dionne, at 
dldionne@suddenlink.net.  And not just 
contributions!  If you have any 
suggestions for how we can make the 

Messenger serve our church better, we want to hear 
them! 


