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From Pastor Kathryn…  
�
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven:” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 
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Lay Servant Ministry 
United Methodists have a 

long history of identifying, 
equipping and utilizing volunteer 
lay persons in a great variety of 
leadership roles in ministries of 
leading, caring and 
communicating. Perhaps you have 
felt God calling you to become 
more involved in your church or 

community. Or perhaps you have discerned a need or desire 
to further develop your leadership skills. Lay Speaking 
courses, developed by the General Board of Discipleship of 
the United Methodist Church, may help you in pursuing 
God’s call to be a more faithful and better equipped disciple 
of Jesus Christ. These courses help participants prepare for a 
multitude of missions and ministries, improve teaching and 
leadership skills, improve their devotional time, become 
accountable disciples, and/or develop confidence in leading 
prayer. 
 A leadership team from Arcata, McKinleyville and 
Eureka will lead the 10 hour Lay ServantMinistries Basic 
Course on Saturday, September 9 (@ Eureka First UMC) and 
Saturday, September 16 (@ Church of the Joyful Healer 
UMC, McKinleyville) from 9:30 to 3:00. Both sessions are 
required to complete this course. This basic course is the 
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foundation for other courses on a variety of ministry topics 
including ministry of visitation, small group leadership and 
preaching. There is a participant’s book available and there 
are assignments to be completed before the first session. 
Please let the church office know if you are interested in 
participating in this class or if you would like more 
information. 
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The Arcata 
Interfaith Gospel 
Choir will perform 
songs of social 
justice on September 
11 from 6:45 to 7:15 
in our church 
sanctuary to open an 
Action on 

Immigration. True North Organizing Network has been 
conducting a series of Research Meetings with area elected 
officials, heads of Law Enforcement branches and others 
regarding issues with immigrants in our region, especially in 
regards to local law enforcement and ICE (Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement). On Monday, September 11 at 7:00 
PM, in the Sanctuary of Eureka First UMC members of True 
North will report the results of their research and lead an 
action or actions to further the cause of building and 
supporting Beloved Community with our immigrant brothers 
and sisters. Please save this date and plan to attend. 
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In the spirit of change, we are 
announcing a new Adult study class!  
This class will be held on Thursday 
evenings from 7 to 8:30 at the Dionnes 
(15 West Cedar Street, one block north 
of 14th between California and A).  
Class will be held on October 12th and 
19th, skip October 26th because of 
Church Council (next article), and 
resume Nov. 2, 9, and 16.  We will be 
studying Adam Hamilton’s provocative 

book Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White.  Dan and 
Linda Dionne will facilitate.  All are welcome, and child care 
will be provided. 
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The next meeting of the Eureka First 
UMC Church Council will take place 
Thursday, October 26th at 6:45 PM in 
the Conference Room in Christie Hall. 
All interested persons are invited to 
attend this meeting where the 
administrative and program needs of 
the church are discussed and acted on. 
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It is that time of year when our Finance Committee and 
Church Council will be preparing for our church’s 2018 
budget. If you have a request for the church budget, please 
submit it to the church office prior to September 30 so that 
all requests may be taken into consideration as we plan for 
the best stewardship of the resources entrusted to us. The 
Finance Committee Budget Meeting will be Monday, 
October 2, at 7:00 PM. 
Remember that if you don’t get your request in, the 
church can’t budget any money for your program!   
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On Saturday, September 
16, at 5:30 PM we are 
going to start something 
new at Eureka First UMC 
called Third Saturday 
Supper. A team of folks 
will prepare a meal to be 
served at 5:30. Dinner 
will include some time of 

devotion and sharing followed by dessert. The meal will 
conclude by 6:30 and be followed by clean-up by volunteers 
present and board games or other fellowship activities for 
those who wish to stay until 8 or 8:30. This will be a good 
time of food, faith and fun for all! 
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We are saddened at the death of Charles E. Smith “Charlie” 
who was freed from his physical body with its many 
complicating conditions on Sunday, August 27, 2017. But we 
rejoice that he is well and whole now in the eternal embrace 
of our loving God. And we rejoice at the way many of our 
church people came together to be his family in his last 

weeks at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital. Charlie 
was a gentle, caring 
soul; a life long 
seeker of God and of 
getting along with 
persons across 
divides of race, 
culture and religion. 
We will remember 

Charlie at a Memorial Service on Sunday, September 24 at 
1:00 PM in our church sanctuary. 
 
Please hold the following persons in prayer for health 
concerns:  

Don Quintrell, awaiting hip replacement surgery 
Shirley Peterson 
Deborah Newquist Kuehner, daughter of Carrol and 

Joann Newquist 
Nancy Collins 
Lisa McAllister, recovery from surgery on an ankle 
Joyce Reid who has returned to her home 
Wayne Palmrose 
Mark McKinney 
Neal Sligh 
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The church budgets a minimal amount 
each year for the Pastor to use in a variety 
of ways to help persons in our church and 
community. This money is used to 
provide gas vouchers for persons stranded 
or needing to get to work or school, to 
help with rent and other expenses in times 
of crisis and even to help with uncovered 
medical needs. The church also has a 

dedicated fund for these discretionary needs. One special 
need at this time is to pay for the cremation of the body of 
Charlie Smith because he had no financial resources and no 
family except the church. If you are able, please consider a 
special donation marked, “Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.” 
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    9:30--67 

AUG.  13TH
    9:30- 77 

AUG.  21ST
     9:30--73 

AUG.  28TH
  

 9:30--81 
 

  Financial  Summary 
�
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 General Fund Revenue:  $14,417.65
 General Fund Expense:  $15,040.41 
                                       Difference     ($622.76) 
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  2017  General Fund Revenue:    $100,522.06 
  2017  General Fund Expense:     $111,037.02 
                                       Shortage ($10,514.96) 
   Thank you for your generous giving to God through 
the church. 
 

Women’s Book Club   
 

The Sisters of Charlotte Literary & Teatime 
Society will meet Tuesday, September 12, at 
3:30 p.m. in the Library. The book is There is 
No Me Without You by Melissa Fay Greene 
and the hostess is Galeladi Runningbrook. 

Readers, please note that the October book has been changed 
to The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks. 
 
 
 

MUSIC AT EUREKA FIRST 
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Would you like to sing or play an instrument with the 
worship team?  Join us for rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m. 
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Ringing in the new season!  
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Help needed for Hurricane 
Harvey Victims 

Through the 
United Methodist 
Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR), 
we are already on 
the ground in 
Texas helping to 
assess and meet 
the needs of 
Hurricane 
Victims. When 

ever you hear of suffering as the result of natural and human 
caused events the United Methodist Church is one of the first 
to respond and the last to leave. At this time the greatest need 
is for funds to cover the cost of relief operations and aid to 
victims. Please consider a “second mile” gift marked 
Hurricane Relief. Checks should be made out to Eureka First 
UMC. When money is donated through our church 
designated to a particular need in the world 100% of the 
dollars contributed to UMCOR go to the designated project 
because the ongoing costs of maintaining this agency are 
provided through the once a year “One Great Hour of 
Sharing” offering in the spring.  
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In September of 2014 a devastating wild fire swept through 
the small community of Weed, California. In September of 
2015 Eureka First UMC sent a team to help in the recovery 
by working on new homes being constructed there. In 2017 
the work is not yet finished and so we will return to Weed 
this September to work on ongoing projects there. We invite 
others from the North Coast UMC churches to join us. Team 
members need to be adults with a willingness to give of their 
time and effort to help others. No special skills are required. 
Dates of the trip are September 17 through 23. We will be 
staying at the Mt. Shasta United Methodist Church. While we 
go to help others in need, those who participate in these 
disaster relief trips always receive many blessings. Please 
consider being a part of this 2017 Disaster Relief Mission 
Team to Weed, California at the base of beautiful Mt. Shasta.  
To get more information and to sign up to be a part of the 
team, please contact Pastor Kathryn (707) 599-2295. 
 
�

Women’s Shelter 
Dinner  
The shelter dinner on August 12th 
was filling and fun. Angela did the 
devotion time which included 
reading a sweet children's book 
that everyone enjoyed. Pasta 
dinner was provided by Sue Scott, 
Linda Dionne, Pam Cohen, 

Minerva French, Angela Cameron, Louise Fredrickson, 
Connie Wilson and Marie Granshaw. After dinner some of 
the women and children played bingo with us. Next dinner 
scheduled for October 14. We will be serving a bake-potatoe 
bar. All women gladly welcome to participate. Contact Marie 
and 444-9150 or marie4weave@yahoo.com. 
 

Food Donations for August –167 pounds! 
Food placed in the basket in the 
narthex is distributed to the Food 
Bank, the Rescue Mission or kept 
in the church office for people who 
fall between the cracks of services 
available.  Food is weighed by our 
children normally on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Our goal is 
to collect one hundred pounds of 
food each month. Due to the Labor 
Day weekend Food Donations will be weighed on Sunday 
September 10. 
�

DRUMM STICK SUNDAY 9/16 
The Drumms are in South Asia!  As their home 
church we raise funds to support their project.  
One Sunday a month we sell DRUMM STICKS 
(ice cream cones) -- $2 each.  So, treat yourself to 
ice cream and support this exciting project.  
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A Prayer for Victims of 
Tropical Storm Harvey 

�

Almighty God, 

We come to you with a heavy heart for Houston and all 

those communities affected by this storm. While it’s 

tempting to ask you “Why did this happen?”, we humbly 

submit to your will and instead ask, Lord, for you to be a 

beacon of hope among the wreckage. 

Grant safety to the men, women, and little children 

navigating the dangerous flood waters. Strengthen local 

clergy and congregants as they provide shelter and aid 

for their communities. Specifically, give wisdom and 

present resources to pastors and lay leaders working to 

provide for the physical needs of those who have lost 

homes, precious belongings, and are possibly 

separated from their loved ones. Give them courage to 

minister to the spiritual needs as well. 

No doubt considerable fear and anxiety haunt those in 

affected areas. Grant unshakable peace and rid this 

storm’s victims of the spirit of fear. Show us all how to 

respond to the needs of those struggling with frustration 

and fear, that we may serve you well through your son 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

From https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/08/28/prayer-
victims-tropical-storm-harvey/ 
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If you have anything you would like 
included in the Messenger, please sent 
submissions directly to your friendly 
editor, Dan Dionne, at 
dldionne@suddenlink.net.  And not just 
contributions!  If you have any 
suggestions for how we can make the 

Messenger serve our church better, we want to hear 
them! 
 A note about pictures: we love to put pictures in 
the Messenger, but please try to reduce the size of 
pictures you send in.  Our email provider limits the 
available storage, and we’ve lost some pictures because 
of exceeding size limits. 
 
 


