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From Pastor Kathryn… 
 
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 

you not perceive it?” 

Isaiah 43:19 

Dear Ones, 
As I move toward retirement at the end of 
June and you anticipate the appointment of a 
new pastor to serve Eureka First United 
Methodist Church on July 1 it is easy to see 
this as a time of transition and change. God is 
about to “do a new thing,” and I am excited 
for what lies in the future for this church. I 
wrote in last month’s letter that we live in an 
ever-changing world. Even when things 
appear the same, they are not. 
When future change is obvious we too often 
forget to be fully present in the now. In this 
interim time my prayer is that we will be 
fully present to one another, to the work and 
mission we are called to as individuals and 
most of all that we will be fully present to God.  
Some of the ways we can be fully present in 
the now while anticipating the new future is 
to notice who and what is around us. Are 
there people who worship with us or eat 
breakfast with us that you don’t recognize? 
Make a point of introducing yourself. A 
friendly greeting means a lot to everyone. 
There are many people now volunteering to 
assist in worship, with second Sunday 
breakfast, teaching Sunday School and in 
other ways, but there is always room for more 
helpers. Say yes the next time you are asked 
to serve, or step forward and volunteer to do 
something new. Look around our church and 
community and notice what needs doing and 
then find ways to do it yourself, invite others 
to join you in doing it, or raise the need you 
see to others. 
Most important is to stay connected and 

present to the source of all, God. When do you 
feel closest to God? When have you sensed God 
nudging you to do something? Where do you 
get new energy to begin again when you are 
weary? Notice what those practices are and 
repeat them. Come to worship regularly, pray 
unceasingly, participate in Holy Communion, 
join in fellowship with one another and invite 
others to join you. And as we approach spring 
look for the first blooming of the Trilliums and 
let me know about where and when you see 
them! 
Every single moment of every single day God 
is working for change and growth in our 
world. “Do you not perceive it?” 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

In Love, 
Pastor Kathryn 
 

New Study Coming in February 
 

Beginning February 4th and 
5th Pastor Kathryn will lead a 
study on C.S. Lewis’ book 
The Screwtape Letters, a 
Christian classic that Pastor 
Kathryn thinks everyone 
should read at least once in 
their life time, if not many 
times. The theme of The 

Screwtape Letters is about 
the continual struggle 
between the forces of good 
and evil, and is presented in 

an entertaining and captivating way by C.S. Lewis, most 
famous for writing The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe. The book, though originally printed  during 
the 1940s, is also available to purchase online and in 
bookstores, but there are also free sources on the 
internet.  
 The study on The Screwtape Letters will take 
place in Room 16 (Library) in Christie Hall Tuesdays at 
7:00 PM and Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. There will be 
no study on February 11th and 12th, but will resume 
February 18th and 19th and continue until Easter. 
  
 

First United Methodist Church                           Non-Profit Org. 
520 Del Norte                                                      U.S. Postage 
Eureka, CA 95501                                                      PAID 
                                                                            Permit No. 44 
                          Eureka, CA 
  
                RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 



Lent is a season of forty days, not 
counting Sundays, beginning on 
Ash Wednesday (February 26th 
this year) and ending on the day 
before Easter (Easter is April 12th  
in 2020). Lent comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon word, lencten, 

which means “spring.” The 
season of Lent is a preparation for 

celebrating Easter. Historically, it began as a period of fasting 
and preparation for baptism by converts and then became a 
time of penance by all Christians. Some Christians choose to 
give up something during Lent as a way of fasting and 
allowing for more time or resources for contemplation or 
service. All Christians are invited to a Holy Lent of 
intentional prayer, study and worship. Plan now to observe a 
Holy Lent in 2020, intentionally deepening your 
understanding of and relationship with Jesus the Christ. 
 
 

Eureka First UMC will 
observe Ash Wednesday and 
the beginning of Lent with a 
worship service on 
Wednesday, February 26 at 

7:00 PM. The service will include the “imposition” of ashes 
as a way of reminding us of our mortality. 
 

THANK YOU! To all the 

work day (plus) volunteers in 

January 
Thank you to those who 
volunteered on our 
Second Saturday Work 

Day in December: Brad Johnson, Brad Mettam, Rob 
Dunning, Robert Piaseki, Bill and Barb O’Brien, Pam Coen 
and Chad Rechelluul. THANK YOU! 

 

 Second Saturday 

Work Days 
 
On Saturday, February 8, from 9:00 to 
1:00, the Board of Trustees invites the 
whole church to come together to do 

the varied tasks of cleaning, sorting, and fixing that keep our 
church buildings and grounds in good shape. There are inside 
and outside tasks for everyone to do. Lunch is served to all 
the workers at noon.  
 

Sunday February 9th  

SECOND SUNDAY BREAKFAST  
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

In Fellowship Hall 
Everyone’s welcome! 

Free will offering ($5 suggested donation) 
to cover expenses 

 

 

No Third Saturday Supper in 

February   

 

Sound and Video opportunity 
Are you interested in learning something 
new?  Do you want to have our own 
reserved seat in church?  Do you want to 
give Brad a break from time to time?  
Consider becoming a part of the sound 
and video team.  If you are interested in 

seeing what this is all about, please leave a message with 
the church office. 

 
 

 Women’s Book Club 
The Sisters of Charlotte Literary 

& Teatime Society will meet 
Tuesday, February 18 at 3:00 
p.m. in the Library. The book is 
Where the Crawdads Sing  by 
Delia Owens and the hostess is 
Louise Fredrickson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Family News 
 
We are saddened to learn of the death of Jody Spahr early in 
January. Jody began attending our church this fall after 
recently moving to Eureka from southern California. She 
delighted in finding this church home, but now she is at rest 
in the eternal, loving embrace of our God. 
 
Please hold the following persons in prayer:  

Carol Goodwy, having knee replacement surgery 
January 31 in St. Helena 

Sharon Sligh, at home recovering from broken bones 
and torn tissue in her feet 

Bev Strubinger, at home recovering from a broken 
leg 

Don Quintrell who is dealing with severe hip pain 
Faith, 8 year old granddaughter of Brad Johnson, 

recovering from heart surgery 
Shirley Peterson 
Cookie Mahler 
Hollie Klingel  
Galeladi Runningbrook  
Sadiki Koo’s  
Herb and Sally Pierce 
Sharon Warren 
Neal Sligh 
Gail Johnson 
Silas Morrison  
Jane Nelson’s grandnephew, Rhett 
Cory Cassevah, son of Sedona Bowser 
Joshua Ruch, a young man dealing with depression. 
Diane Mettam 
Ralph Nelson  
Aaron White and family 
Nancy Quintrell 
Vis Upatisringa 
Marty Johnson 
Jonathan O’Keefe 
The O’Keefe family 
Wayne Palmrose 
Mark McKinney  
Irene Hedgecock 



Our Kings and Queen at the Epiphany Party 

 

Financial  Summary 
 

December 2019 
 General Fund Revenue:  $21,616.55 
 General Fund Reserve:  $12,591.95 
 General Fund Expense:  $21,139.64 
 

YTD 2019(December 31) 
  2019  General Fund Revenue:    $194,414.71 
  2019  General Fund Expense:     $194,414.71 
                       +-                   --0 
 

Thank you for your generous giving to God through 

the church. 
 

JANUARY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
JANUARY     5    TOTAL – 58 
JANUARY   12    TOTAL – 74 
JANUARY  19    TOTAL – 43 
JANUARY   26    TOTAL – 53 

 

February Birthdays 
2  Gerhard Drumm  14  Valerie Samelson 
3  Janice La Flesh  14  Anisha Mae Rechelluul 
6  Sally Moulton   15  Claire Olmstead 
6  Katie Peacock  18  Wayne Palmrose 
6  Casey Taylor   19  Gary Quintrell 
6  Katie Peacock  21  Charlie McClung 
8  Cheryl Sanford  22  Sedona Bowser 
11  Chad Rechelluul  24  Henry Hale 
13  Nia Davies-Hughes  24  Tori Reynolds 
     

and anniversaries..... 
29 Bob & Lori Green 

Congratulations! -- If we missed your special day or have the 
incorrect date please call the church office  

so we can get it right next year. 
 

MUSIC AT EUREKA FIRST 
 

 
 

Praise Band 
Every time I attend worship, I am amazed by the dedication 
and commitment of our praise band.  What these folks add to 
our worship experience simply can’t be measured.  Would 
you like to sing or play an instrument with the worship team?  
Join them for rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Ringing into the new year!  
There are no breaks for the Bella Norte Bells!  After our 
incredibly busy holiday season, it might have been nice to 
back off the pace for a bit, but our fearless director would 
have none of that!  We are preparing a number of pieces for a 
full schedule of performances in worship all the way through 
the Spring.  We are also looking ahead to handbell festivals, 
including one in Ashland.  This week, during rehearsal we 
even gave a bit of a mini-concert to Pastor Kathryn’s 
grandchildren! (Okay, so they came by during rehearsal and 
we showed them some of what we are working on).  Does 
this sound like too much fun for you to pass up?  Then come 
join us!  The only requirement is that you read music and 
want to commit yourself to our weekly rehearsals 
(Wednesdays at 7) and performances.  We’d love to see some 
new faces! 

 

M I S S I O N S 
 

Puerto Rico Mission Team 
Pam Coen and Steve and Sue Peacock are returning to Puerto 
Rico for their second time to be part of recovery efforts 
following 2017’s devastating Hurricane Maria (and the recent 
earthquake as well). They will be part of an UMC Volunteer 
in Mission team from northern California traveling to Puerto 
Rico February 14, 2020 to assist with rebuilding efforts. Pam, 
Steve and Sue, our EFUMC “missionaries” to Puerto Rico, 
are preparing and serving a lunch Sunday, February 2, where 
you will have an opportunity to financially support their 
mission work. Please keep them in your prayers as they 
travel, live in primitive conditions and help where they are 
needed. We look forward to hearing about their experience 
when they return. 

 
Mexico Mission 
Team 
Once again we will team with 
Church of the Joyful Healer in 
McKinleyville to build  a house 
with AMOR ministries in 
Mexico. The team will travel 

the week of April 11-19. Please contact Tony Giraud (707-
499-6660), the leader of the trip, or our church office if you 
want more information about being a part of the North Coast 
Mission Team to Mexico. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Clothing for the Homeless 
Louise Fredrickson is collecting jackets, 

gloves, scarves, hats, socks for the 

homeless to help keep them warm this 

winter. There is a basket in Wesley 

Chapel to collect donations. Please do 

not donate underwear or other items 

of clothing than the ones requested. 

 

DRUMM STICK SUNDAY 2/16 
The Drumms are in South Asia!  As their home 
church we raise funds to support their project.  One 
Sunday a month we sell DRUMM STICKS (ice 
cream cones) -- $2 each.  So, treat yourself to ice 
cream and support this exciting project. 
 

 

New Recipient of Birthday and 

Anniversary Pennies 
The Mission 
Committee has 
selected a new 
recipient for our 
birthday and 
anniversary pennies. 
Betty Chinn is 
opening a winter 
shelter and needs 
warm, washable 

blankets. The Committee has purchased some blankets to 
contribute from undesignated mission dollars, but there will 
be an ongoing need for more blankets and so that is what our 
birthday and anniversary pennies will purchase in the coming 
months. 
 

Food Donations for January–151 pounds! 

Food placed in the basket in the 
narthex is distributed to the Food 
Bank, the Rescue Mission or kept in 
the church office for people who fall 
between the cracks of services 
available.  Food is weighed by our 
children on the first Sunday of each 
month.  Our goal is to collect one 
hundred pounds of food each month.  
Food Donations will be weighed on Sunday February 2. 
 

From your friendly editor 
You should probably look on this new column as a kind of 
threat   If I don’t get submissions from the community for this 
newsletter, then I’m far too likely to take advantage of the 
space to throw in some of my own opinions and observations.  
And who would want that?   

Dan Dionne, editor and self-appointed pundit 

 

A book everyone should read 
 
Rob Bell, a writer many of us are 
familiar with from Love Wins, has 
written a provocative book about the 
real nature of the Bible. Bell’s style is 
very accessible (nothing dry and 
scholarly here!), but I found each 
chapter fascinating and thought-
provoking.  You may not agree with 
everything that Bell says, but your 
understanding of the Bible will grow. 
 

 

General Conference 2020 
When I spoke on January 19, I described the decisions that 
will be made by the upcoming General Conference of the 
United Methodist Church in Minneapolis in May.  This 
especially includes the proposals to split the denomination 
following the response to last year’s Special General 
Conference and its adoption of the “Traditional Plan” 
strengthening the language and penalties for violations of the 
UMC’s Book of Discipline related to human sexuality.   
 
 

Here’s the additional information I promised: 
 

First, a link to the web site for the conference as a whole.   
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/general-
conference-2020 
And a link to the separation agreement just proposed by a 
wide range of sponsors from all sides of the debate:  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/traditionalists-   
progressives-centrists-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-
separation 
But that’s not the only version of a separation agreement that 
is being considered.  Here’s a table I found very useful that 
compares the four plans brought forth so far: 
https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-
media/2020/01/09/19/07/General-Conference-UMC-Plans-
Chart-V6 
 
 

I make no claim to having special knowledge, but I believe 
the move toward separation is inescapable.   
What does all of this really mean for the church?  For 
most churches, probably very little.  Eureka First will 
continue to be here in Eureka and will continue to answer its 
missional call.  What denomination or sub-denomination we 
are nominally part of won’t change any of that.  In contrast, 
the impacts of any decision on the wider, worldwide church 
are immense.  The decisions being made bring the entire 
structure of the United Methodist Church into disarray, and it 
will take years to sort everything out. 
What does all of this really mean for each of us?  I believe 
it’s an opportunity for each of us to take a hard look at who 
we are as Christians and what we mean by a Christian 
community.  Christians have always found things to disagree 
about.  A look at early church history shows that those 
disagreements were far too often resolved by exclusion or 
even violence.  But often, as in the 1968 agreement that 
created the United Methodist Church, we have been able to 
work out our differences and live together in faith.  In this 
very fractured world we live in—fractured because of us!—
we must find ways to work together, whether under the same 
denominational organization or not, to fulfill our true 
mission, which is to bring the Kingdom to the world through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Submissions to the 
Messenger  If you have 

anything you would like included in the 
Messenger, please sent submissions 
directly to your friendly editor, Dan 
Dionne, at editor@firstumceureka.org.  


