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From Pastor Rebecca, 
 

My daughter Kristen is a rising junior at UC Davis. Her 

summer job of coaching gymnastics has gone online 

and her roommates have gone home, so she’s been a 

little stir-crazy cooped up in her apartment when it is 

100 degrees outside. So, she decided last week to get 

tested and come up to see her parents’ new place.  

“I can’t believe how many doors there are in 

this house!” Kristen exclaimed when she arrived late 

on Monday night. Yes, the parsonage has lots of 

doors. Counting closet doors, there are 25! And I 

admit that that made me a little dizzy for the first few 

days in the house because there were so many 

choices about how to get where I wanted to go.  

Having too many doors to go through might 

be an apt way to describe what some of us are feeling 

about trying to get through 

this pandemic. Door #1: 

Should I stay home or venture 

out? Door #2: Do I wear a 

mask or not when I take a 

walk? Door #3: Is it safe to 

visit my vulnerable family members? Door #4: Am I 

going to be able to return to work and pay my rent? 

Door #5: Is it wise to send my children to school this 

fall? And then we come to Door #6, the worship door, 

and we aren’t sure if, when or how we should open 

it. Would anyone want to worship in the sanctuary if 

there is no singing and no hugging allowed? 

So many doors to navigate and we aren’t sure 

which ones to go through in order to get to whatever 

our new normal is going to be. Some of us probably 

wish we could just shut the doors and turn out the 

lights and make all these problems go away! 

But while those doors pose prickly problems, 

they also offer incredible opportunities. If you 

remember from story-time, some doors lead to 

secret gardens or magical kingdoms. Other doors lead 

to new insights, new skills and new futures that we 

would otherwise never have been able to see.  

Our church is looking at one of those doors 

right now. And to those who say, “I can’t wait to go 

back to the way things were,” I would ask, “What 

other time in anyone’s memory, have we had a more 

perfect opportunity to learn something new, become 

something different, and figure out how to do 

something better?”  

After decades of hearing denominational 

leaders talk about the need to “rethink church,” here 

comes a virus that is forcing us into doing some of the 

things that we should have been doing all along. 

Never waste a good crisis, as they say!  

I’m just very grateful to know that we are not 

alone in this. Not only is every other church 

wandering around this same house with so many 

doors, but there is a very special visitor at one of 

them. “Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if 

you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in 

to you and eat with you, and you with me.” [Rev 

3:20]  

In the weeks ahead as we prepare a plan to 

re-open the worship door, both real and virtual, recall 

the words from Colossians and remember to pray 



“that God will open a door for the word, that we may 

declare the mystery of Christ” to everyone who 

needs to hear it and the love of God to everyone who 

longs to have it. [Col 4:3]  

A personal note: Kristen’s mom loves all those 

doors! In fact, Hank and I are absolutely delighted 

with the parsonage and all of its unique features, and 

we are so very grateful to the Board of Trustees and 

everyone else who worked on or provided the funds 

for getting the parsonage ready and in such great 

shape for our arrival. It is obvious to us that you have 

done a very good job in maintaining church property. 

Thank you for your dedication and service!  

Pastor Rebecca     

 

Live Stream Worship Sundays at 9:30 AM 

“Attendance” at our live 

stream worship services on 

the church Facebook page 

(Eureka First United 

Methodist Church) has been 

very good, and it is now easier to get connected to the 

service than at the beginning of our efforts. You can find 

links to the Facebook site and to the church’s YouTube 

Channel on the front page of our church website 

(firstumceureka.org) The YouTube Channel is not a live 

broadcast, but you can view services there later on 

Sunday. You can view past services on both platforms. We 

plan to continue live stream worship even after we return 

to regular worship in the sanctuary. 

Zoom COFFEE HOUR Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Enjoy some Coffee 

Hour Fellowship 

following this 

Sunday’s service at 

11:00 a.m.  Look for 

an email with the 

Zoom link!   

 

 Coffee Hour Zoom link or call in! Sunday 11:00AM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81684863978?pwd=ekVV

UytNbCs2K0lDSFZmUDZpaGpHUT09 
Meeting ID: 816 8486 3978     Password: 996330 
Or call on the phone and follow the prompts:  +1 669 

900 9128 
 

New Online Study: “From the Margins to 

the Center” 

The world of the Bible seems very foreign to those of us 

who live in the industrialized countries of the Northern 

Hemisphere. But churches are declining here and growing 

in the Southern Hemisphere, where the everyday 

concerns are much 

closer to those 

expressed in the Bible, 

concerns about famine 

and wars and crushing 

debt. What can we 

learn about God’s 

Word from people who are reading it in the Global South? 

And how can their reading inform and enrich our own? 

That is the challenge that Pastor Rebecca and her Bible 

scholar husband Hank want to pose in an online study on 

Tuesday evenings, starting August 11
th

. Look for the Zoom 

link in an upcoming email. 

Feeling Stressed about the Virus? 

Let’s get together 

and support each 

other as we deal 

with the effects of 

the virus on our 

physical, mental, 

spiritual and 

societal health. 

We can do this online or physically distanced outside. We 

can take slow walks in the forest or arrange to go on a 

strenuous hike. We can learn different ways to pray and 

different techniques for reducing stress. We can make a 

health covenant with ourselves and get others to help us 

keep it. There are many strategies for getting through a 

crisis, and there is one for you! If you’d like to be part of a 

group or would like to start one, email Pastor Rebecca.      



Labor Day Weekend at Grizzly Creek State Park 

postponed until 2021 

Unfortunately, due to 

the restrictions for 

social gatherings we 

will need to postpone 

our annual campout at 

Grizzly Creek Redwoods 

State Park on Labor Day 

Weekend. We do understand that the campground is 

taking reservations, so if you enjoy camping Labor Day 

weekend at Grizzly Creek you can certainly make it a 

family trip. As for here in Eureka on September 6
th

, we 

hope to have more information coming soon. 

 

Office Manager Gary Quintrell is keeping 

regular office hours via telephone ((707) 

442-3015) Monday through Thursday 

from 9:00 AM to Noon. If you are in need of food from our 

food bank, please call the office during those hours and 

arrangements will be made to get food to you.  

 

Thank you for your generous giving! 

Thank you to all who have 

continued to give your tithes and 

gifts to the church! There are a 

number of ways that you can get 

your gifts to the church: write a 

check and put it in the mail (520 Del Norte, 95501) or 

through the slot in the office door when you are out 

getting groceries, if you pay bills on line through your bank 

you can add the church as one of your payees, or you can 

pay online by going to the church website: 

http://firstumceureka.org and then selecting “Support.” 

Thank you for your past support, your ongoing support 

and your future support. 

Re-Opening Committee News: 
As Churches are being 

allowed to reopen, we are 

working diligently to 

establish the necessary 

procedures and protocols to assure the well-being of all. A 

re-opening committee has had its first meeting to discuss 

the next steps to re-opening. We will need to provide our 

District Superintendent with a written plan for his 

approval. Please be assured our plans are to improve and 

continue our on-line service, even when we begin to meet 

in person. We recognize that not all persons will be 

comfortable gathering for worship for some time to come. 

 

From the Bishop: Annual 

Conference Virtual Session to be 

held September 17-20 
Grace and peace to 

you in the name of 

Jesus, the One 

whose path we seek 

to walk.  I continue to 

pray for you as we 

learn how to be the 

Church anew.  The 

pandemic has changed us but has not weakened our 

faith in God or our commitment to be faithful disciples 

of Jesus Christ.  

For generations Methodists have gathered for 
an annual conference session. 
It is our time to bring before God the fruit of our 
ministry since we last met and call upon the Holy 
Spirit to help us see and know God’s vision for us in 
our present time.  It has also always been a time to 
reunite with one another and rejoice in each other’s 
presence, friendship, and love.  This year will be no 
different for us of the California-Nevada Conference 
of The United Methodist Church.  We will gather in 
our annual conference session and give God thanks 
for God’s faithfulness. 

We had planned to meet in-person, but the 
surge of COVID-19 prohibits us from doing so.  But, 
meet we will!  We will meet virtually.  

Many of you have become experts in virtual 
meetings and have taught us so much about how to 
effectively meet in this way.  Other annual conference 
sessions across our Connection have also already 
met and done so virtually and are sharing their 
learnings with us.  We are fortunate to also count on 
the help of Good News TV (GNTV), a faithful partner 
with us for many years, as well as on the leadership 
of our very capable Conference Center 
Communications Office led by Selby Ewing, Director 
and Toua Yang, Associate Director.  Above all, we 
know that God is with us.  

Blessings, 

  



 Women’s Book Club 
The Sisters of Charlotte Literary & 

Teatime Society will announce 

meeting in the near future.  

If you would like more information about the book club, 

please call the office at 442-3015. 

 

 

Church Family News 
Please send us your prayer requests to be published in the 

August Newsletter. You can email them to 

grace520@pacbell.net , mail/drop off at the office, or call 

the office and leave a message. If you have been on the 

list, feel free to give us an update on how you are feeling. 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

1     Daniel Ryan   16   Ted Flanders 

1     Peggy Hobbs-Suchar  20   Don Quintrell 

2     Melysha Ngiraibiochel  24   Sean Woodburn 

4     Dona Pomeroy  24   Rosemary Landry 

7     Garry Tucker   27   Herb Pierce 

10   Jason Bowser   28   Stasia Young 

11   Matthew Taylor  29   Connie Ross 

14   Joan Romo    

14   Tami Davies-Hughes   

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

8     Jason & Sedona Bowser    17   Bev & Rich Strubinger 

14   Jill & Tony Kimura              28   David & Joyce Hayes 

            

Congratulations!-- If we missed your special day 
or have the incorrect date please call the church office 

so we can get it right next year. 
 

Finance News 
June 2020 

General Fund Revenue:     $14,981.00 

General Fund Expense:     $15,511.59 
 

YTD 2020(June 30, 2020) 

2020  General Fund Revenue:    *$122,416.03 

2020  General Fund Expense:      $102,989.08 

Total +*$19,426.95 

(*)This amount reflects a transfer from the Endowment 

Fund into the General Fund Cash Reserves of $10,000. 
 

Thank you for your generous giving to God through the 

church. 

 

 

Worship Attendance - July 
Attendance is live stream plus views 

July  5   TOTAL – 109 

July  12 TOTAL – 89 

July   19  TOTAL – 93 

July   26  TOTAL – 105 

 

 

MUSIC AT EUREKA FIRST 

Praise Band 
Praise Band is on hiatus, but will 

resume as soon as we can. 

 

 

 

 
Like all of us, the Bella Norte Bells are quietly waiting 

for the dawn.  We will resume rehearsals and 
performances when we are all able to come back 

together again.  We miss the bells almost as much as 
we miss all of you!  We are trying to work out some 

alternative ways to create and bring our music to you.  
We will ring again! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MISSIONS 
Food Donations to Be Weighed Sunday, 

August 2. June Total was 63lbs. 
Thank you for those who have left food donations at the 

church office. We will weigh them during our live stream 

worship on Sunday, August 2nd. If you have donations of 

non-perishable food items for our food closet and Little 

Free Pantry, please arrange to deliver them to the church 

office during this week by calling the office (442-3015). 

Birthday and 

Anniversary 

Pennies 
Even though we are not meeting, 

any donations we receive for 

birthday and anniversaries will be 

sent to the Betty Chin Center to 

support their important work. 

 

 

Picture Gallery  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August Word Find 

U Y A A O H B D J W R P H Y Q D A C J Q  

R U Y I I I W A U N E F E M W Z A Y J L  

T D G N S L N F V M M W R T L M B D I Z  

X J S V O A F A N U M O B R P R M L R Y  

F D J E V L T B D S U Q I I E M A C D B  

I K T S Y E F S Q O S E N S R E P S B E  

L A W Q J K K E V J U G N J B B B F Q G  

V B U Y L F L Y X W U E P T O Z X U R P  

S N T L N K K U U U T G A N Q K J P E O  

X W L S J C F N Q I K O A Y U X R H D F  

R K I A K F S S K A F V X M C L F K W J  

Y A Z M Q L G R I Z Z L Y C R E E K O A  

B S N Z M N E N Y C J R R Y E H T J O B  

G Z N N L I Y H J S E C G L V E Y U D U  

E F G Q I G N A A V L J P R M K D P S N  

D R U O F B D G I D Y V M S S G C O O A  

G V R W E Y U R K E D B P O Z D X U M N  

N X L V B A X F X U H I Z A S H F T A P  

X E N C U W U G L T U T W S U G L S S Z  

W E H T T A M J R O M E V Z V L H C N F  

 

CAMPING  GRIZZLYCREEK 

MATTHEW  PAUL 

REDWOODS RIVER 

ROME  STASIA 

SUMMER  SWIMMING 
 
 
 
 

 

From your friendly editor 

Remember to go the church website at 

https://firstumceureka.org/ for news 

and links to the worship service videos!   

Submissions to the 

Messenger  Send submissions 

directly to your friendly editor, Dan Dionne, at 

editor@firstumceureka.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August 2020   *Online Meetings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUN MoMON TUETUE WED THU FRI SAT 
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*7:00pmBible Study 
w/Rebecca & Hank 
 

 
 

 

12 
 

 
 
 

 
 

13 
 

 
 
 

 

14 
 

 

15 
 
1:00pm Board of 
Trustees, In the 
Parking Lot 
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*7:00pmBible Study 

w/Rebecca & Hank 
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